4                 ESOTERIC   CHRISTIANITY,

that which redeems the criminal is utterly
useless to the saint. Yet all the types
need religion, so that each may reach
upward to a life higher than that which
he is leading, and no type or grade should
be sacrificed to any other. Religion must
be as graduated as evolution, else it fails
in its object.

Next comes the question : In what way
do religions seek to quicken human
evolution ? Religions seek to evolve the
moral and intellectual natures, and to aid
the spiritual nature to unfold itself.
Regarding man as a complex being, they
seek to meet him at every point of
his constitution, and therefore to bring
messages suitable for each, teachings
adequate to the most diverse human
needs. Teachings must therefore be
adapted to each mind and heart to which
they are addressed. If a religion does
not reach and master the intelligence, if it
does not purify and inspire the emotions,
it has failed' in its object, so far as the
person addressed is concerned.

Not only does it thus direct itself to the
intelligence and the emotions, but it seeks,